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J. Alec Moyter the Old Testament scholar when asked abou the connection between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament said this: "Think about it. Think of what an Israelite 
would say on the way to Canaan, having come out of the Red Sea and so forth. Here's 
what an Israelite would say: If you said, 'Who are you?' he would say, 'I was in a foreign 
land under the sentence of death, in bondage, but I took shelter under the blood of the 
lamb. Our mediator let us out, and we crossed over, and now we're on our way to the 
Promised Land. We're not there yet, but he's given us his law to make us a community. 
And he's given us the Tabernacle because you have to live by grace and forgiveness. And 
his presence is in our midst, and he's going to stay with us until we get home.'"

(It is important to remind participants of these events leading up to this passage; in 
bondage in Egypt for almost 500 years.  God raised up Moses to lead His people out.  And 
after a series of plagues culminating in the final plague of death to every first born in each 
house hold who didn’t place the blood of a lamb on the door posts of their home.  To this 
community of people that God chose for Himself He gave the 10 commandments to live 
among them as they traveled to the land He had promised for them.) 

The Red Sea account is about redemption.  It is full of vivid imagery that shows God 
deliver the people He chose from slavery in Egypt. 

Opening Question

The Bible says we were a slave to sin before Christ became our new master, how do you 
understand that?

Read Exodus 14:10-12

1.  When the Israelites’ circumstances look bad how do they respond?

2.  What reasons did the Israelites have to trust God in this situation?  

They had just witness God move in a mighty and miraculous way to cause the Pharaoh let 
the Israelites leave.  They were no longer in bondage in Egypt but now out, they were 
freed from the sentence of death they were under while in Egypt.  

3. Why do you think that they slipped back into the mindset of a slave thinking they were 
better of before under their old master?

Even though the Israelites were objectively freed from the slavery in Egypt they 
subjectively were still slaves in their mindset.  Even though as Christians we know that 



were have been saved from God’s condemnation we often don’t feel forgiven and actually 
relate to God as if we have to earn our forgiveness.  When we know that we haven’t been 
living a life that we know we should be we get down and don’t feel God’s love and approval 
of us.  Sometimes we stay feeling down until we have either turned things around or 
suffered enough for our sin.  Both of these are not living in line with the gospel.  The gospel 
say that we are forgiven not by our righteous living; but by what Christ has done for us.

4. The Bible says that sin used to be our old master, but our new master is God (Romans 
6:17) how do you see yourself following the demands of your old master?

What you want here is to have been examine the reasons that the sins not the actual 
behaviors.  Most often we sin because we want something more than God.  For example, if  
you were to lie to your boss about completely the work he assigned you, you don’t do it 
because you just don’t care about telling the truth.  Rather you don’t want to let him down 
or for him to change how he thinks about you.  So, approval from others becomes more 
important to you than living righteous before God at that moment.

Or, with issues of purity, underneath the action which we tend to focus on, are whispered 
demands of our old master that this will make you feel better about yourself.  So we obey 
the demands of our old master thinking that we will find comfort and even intimacy there.  
Where the gospel tells us the we find our ultimate comfort and intimacy in Christ who has 
promised at the cost of his life to never leave us and to completely fill us up with His love.

Read Exodus 14-13-14

5.  How did Moses respond to the people’s negativity before crossing?

Moses told them to fear not, stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord.  

6. What part did the people play in salvation?

The people were to trust that God would come through and save them.  They had already 
shown themselves to be not worthy of His favor, but God acts on their behalf by grace.  
They literally were ask to do anything but watch and God would do it all.  Romans 5:4 says 
that “and to the one who does not work but believers in him who justifies the unduly his 
faith is counted as righteousness.”  They were not asked to offer any effort or work towards 
their deliverance but to believe that God would do it on their behalf. 

7. As the Israelites are standing on the shore of the Red Sea looking over they knew if they 
didn’t get across their death would be certain.  How does this image remind you of your 
salvation?

Quite literally the Israelites were crossing from death to life.  They were asked to trust that 
God would save them in the position they were in and they had nothing in offer.  For the 



Christian we too make that cross over from death to life through trusting Christ.  We didn’t 
cross over to life because we earned it in God’s eyes, but rather it was an act of total 
grace.  Since it isn’t based on us and our performance, our salvation like theirs is 
instantaneous.  At one moment we were under the sentence of death of God’s righteous 
judgement and the very next we were saved to His eternal Kingdom.  There were no steps 
or process to it.  We trusted in the finish work of His Son and His resurrection and we 
crossed over to the shores of salvation.

8. How does the Christian understanding of salvation differ from other religions?

Every other religious system builds a bridge over to salvation.  Either through moral 
performance, religious duty, or enlightened knowledge.  A person is forced to work their 
way to God.  In Christianity God is the bridge across to Himself.  For this reason, the 
Christian’s relationship with God is certain because it is God who has secured it and it is 
full of joy because God has demonstrated His enormous love personally by living a perfect 
life on their behalf and paying the penalty of death for their sin.

9. If one of the people crossing the Red Sea barely made it across because their knees 
were knocking in fear would the any less saved than someone full of faith?  What are the 
implications of this to us?

Both people would be equally saved and delivered from death.  The point here is that our 
salvation isn’t based on the quality of our faith but rather the object of our faith.  

10.  Do you find it difficult to stand still and trust in God’s grace?

Read Exodus 14:15

11.  Bible scholars have noted that often in the Bible God uses water to represent His 
judgment.  God uses His creation, to undue or de-create the order in judgement. How 
do you see this dynamic at work against sin?

 We see in the beginning of the Bible God brought order out of chaos as the Holy Spirit 
hovered over the waters and created land.  Sin is going against the Creator and the order 
that He created.  This brings about disintegration, breakdown and dissolution.  We see this 
in our own lives as relationships begin to fall apart because of sin.  Trust begins to corrode 
away at things cause a breaking apart rather than unity and order.  

12.  Moses in this passage identified so closely with the people that he was rebuked by 
God for their disobedience, yet identified so closely with God that His power was 
coming through him.  How does this point us to another Mediator that was to come?

 Jesus so identified with human beings that He become one of us and did not just receive a 
rebuke for people lack of trust coming out of Egypt, but the fullness of God’s wrath landed 
squarely on Him.  But, because He was fully God death would not be the end of Him.  So 



through His resurrection He saved His people from the power of sin and death. The 
promise land that Jesus is leading His people to will be one of no death, mourning, crying 
or pain.  

13. How do you see the themes of this passage, God causing disorder in His creation, 
judgement, and grace, being completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ?


