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J. Alec Moyter the Old Testament scholar when asked abou the connection between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament said this: "Think about it. Think of what an 
Israelite would say on the way to Canaan, having come out of the Red Sea and so forth. 
Here's what an Israelite would say: If you said, 'Who are you?' he would say, 'I was in a 
foreign land under the sentence of death, in bondage, but I took shelter under the blood 
of the lamb. Our mediator let us out, and we crossed over, and now we're on our way to 
the Promised Land. We're not there yet, but he's given us his law to make us a 
community. And he's given us the Tabernacle because you have to live by grace and 
forgiveness. And his presence is in our midst, and he's going to stay with us until we get 
home.'"

(It is important to remind participants of these events leading up to this passage; in 
bondage in Egypt for almost 500 years.  God raised up Moses to lead His people out.  
And after a series of plagues culminating in the final plague of death to every first born 
in each house hold who didn’t place the blood of a lamb on the door posts of their 
home.  To this community of people that God chose for Himself He gave the 10 
commandments to live among them as they traveled to the land He had promised for 
them.) 

The Red Sea account is about redemption.  It is full of vivid imagery that shows God 
deliver the people He chose from slavery in Egypt. 

Read Exodus 14:10-12

1.  When the Israelites’ circumstances look bad how do they respond?

2.  What reasons did the Israelites have to trust God in this situation?  

They had just witness God move in a mighty and miraculous way to cause the Pharaoh 
let the Israelites leave.  They were no longer in bondage in Egypt but now out, they 
were freed from the sentence of death they were under while in Egypt.  

3. Why do you think that they slipped back into the mindset of a slave thinking they were 
better of before under their old master?



4. The Bible says that sin used to be our old master, but our new master is God 
(Romans 6:17) how do you see yourself following the demands of your old master?

Read Exodus 14-13-14

5.  How did Moses respond to the people’s negativity before crossing?

6. What part did the people play in salvation?

7. As the Israelites are standing on the shore of the Red Sea looking over they knew if 
they didn’t get across their death would be certain.  How does this image remind you 
of your salvation?

8. How does the Christian understanding of salvation differ from other religions?

9. If one of the people crossing the Red Sea barely made it across because their knees 
were knocking in fear would the any less saved than someone full of faith?  What are 
the implications of this to us?

10.  Do you find it difficult to stand still and trust in God’s grace?

Read Exodus 14:15

11.  Bible scholars have noted that often in the Bible God uses water to represent His 
judgment.  God uses His creation, to undue or de-create the order in judgement. 
How do you see this dynamic at work against sin?

12.  Moses in this passage identified so closely with the people that he was rebuked by 
God for their disobedience, yet identified so closely with God that His power was 
coming through him.  How does this point us to another Mediator that was to come?

13. How do you see the themes of this passage, God causing disorder in His creation, 
judgement, and grace, being completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ?


