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History has never quite seen a revival like the one that erupted in Nineveh, the Assyrian 
capital, c. 760 B.C. Jonah, the reluctant prophet, unwittingly became God's agent to 
extend his grace and mercy to these repentant Gentiles. Their conversion previews the 
great Gentile ingathering that would follow the apostle Paul's ministry to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ. The very fact that we have this book today indicates Jonah, 
rescued by God from death inside the great fish, later testified to his own experience of 
God's redeeming power demonstrated toward sinners who deserve his wrath.

Read Jonah 1:1-3

1.  How did Jonah respond to God’s instruction to go to Nineveh and preach against it? 
Why do you think he responded this way?

2.  Compare and contrast Jonah 1:4-6 and Mark 4:35-41.  What are some of the things 
that stand out to you?

3.  Read Jonah 1:17-2:10: How does Jonah respond to God’s provision of the big fish?

4.  What seems to be climatic conclusion of Jonah’s prayer?  Why is this so important?

5. Read Jonah 3:1-10: How did the Ninevites respond to Jonah’s message?

6. How did Jonah respond to his “preaching success”?

7.  Why do you think Jonah was so indignant?  How does this give us insight into what 
was going on in Jonah’s initial act of disobedience in 1:1-3?

8.  Why does Jonah’s reaction seem strange almost like an unexpected twist in the 
narrative?



9.  Read Jonah 4:4-10: What do we learn about the character of God from this 
passage?

Application questions

Jonah wasn’t willing to let go of his own national interests to be fully obedient to God.  
What do you see in your life that your holding on to that keeps you from fully 
surrendering to God’s will for your life?

Who are the ‘Ninevites’ in your life that God wants to send you to but you’ve been 
reluctant to go?

Break into small groups and confess the reason why you’ve not wanted to go to others 
when God has asked.  Together acknowledge in prayer to God that Jesus paid for your 
disobedience and bought your acceptance, full approval and complete love of the 
Father.  

Pray that this would go deeply into each others hearts empowering you to share this 
amazing grace with others around you.  

Assignment:

Ask 3 people you know what they think is the biggest problem in the world and what 
they think is needed to change it.  


